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Huddersfield Consortium
In-Service Certificate in Education (Cert Ed - Post Compulsory Education) 
In-Service Professional Graduate Certificate in Education (PGCE - Post Compulsory Education) 

INTRODUCTION

These part-time, in-service courses lead to a professional qualification in further, higher and adult education and training.  If you are currently teaching young people or adults these courses provide a way for you to:

· Develop your teaching skills 

· Reflect on current ideas about education and training 

· Creatively explore the professional opportunities open to you. 

The Certificate in Education and Professional Graduate Certificate in Education are professional qualifications for people teaching in Further Education colleges, adult education, Higher Education, and a wide range of other training and educational settings that are outside the schools sector.

The course is delivered at Boston College through the Consortium for PCET (Post Compulsory Education and Training) based at the University of Huddersfield.

 
COURSE STRUCTURE

There are two routes available:
· Graduates work towards a Professional Graduate Certificate in Education (PGCE) 

· Those with other qualifications work towards a Certificate in Education (Cert. Ed)
The structure of the programme is the same for both routes and participants on each work together for much of the course. 

The course is structured around modules which are based on different aspects of teachers’ work such as designing learning materials, assessing students, and evaluating learning and teaching. 

 

The first part of the course enables candidates to achieve ´Preparing to Teach in the Lifelong Learning Sector´ at Level 4. This is the necessary award for all new entrants to further education teaching. Modules will cover planning for learning, assessment, developing specialist teaching skills, curriculum design and professional issues. The course will lead to QTLS


The Advanced modules are taken by the professional graduate.

 

Much of the course is focused on practical teaching.  Participants have the opportunity to gain experience of learning and teaching alongside other professionals, with support from tutors, as a vehicle for their development. Practical experience allows participants to gain competence in planning teaching and learning, and in working with learners in formal classrooms and in drop-in study centres. During the course participants undertake project work, such as developing new course materials.  Academic work includes analysis of teaching, assessment, an introduction to literacy and numeracy issues.   Modules allow participants to explore particular areas of interest.

HOW LONG WILL IT TAKE?
Two years.

You will engage with subject specialist pedagogy through an on-line specialist community and through attendance at Huddersfield University for an orientation event (1 day) and a two day conference in the second year of study.

ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS

This is an in-service course for teachers and trainers.  PCGE applicants should hold a UK degree or equivalent related and relevant work experience (where appropriate to its subject field).  You should also hold qualifications at NVQ level 3/4 in the subject area they teach if this is different from that of your degree.

Certificate in Education applicants should have HNC, CGLI Advanced, NVQ level 3/4, or professional qualifications and significant work experience in the area they teach (where appropriate to its subject field).

Holders of basic teaching qualifications may be able to make claims for accreditation of prior learning.  Holders of City and Guilds 7407 stages 1 & 2 will be exempt from year 1 of the course.

 

We require candidates to be in paid employment, as a teacher or trainer, for a minimum of 150 hours (at least 75 hours in any one year) at a recognised training or educational establishment.  Voluntary teaching/training may be acceptable if undertaken on behalf of a charity registered with the Charities Commission.

Applicants will normally be 24 or over.

WHERE COULD IT LEAD

The policy focus on life-long learning and the needs of an economy based on a highly trained workforce should enhance opportunities.  There is a Government requirement that all teachers and trainers working in the further education sector should acquire a teaching qualification.  The award is LLUK endorsed, and has accreditation from the Higher Education Academy.

On successful completion you would be eligible for entry to BA, or MA or doctoral level qualifications in the field of education and training depending on your academic profile.

FEES

Tuition fees: Approximately £840 per annum.  Financial Support is available from Student Finance England.  All students should apply for the mandatory grant.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Where courses last for more than one year, only the first year’s fees are shown

HOW TO APPLY

You can apply for this course using an application form from the College prospectus or from the Information Officer on 01205 313218. 
