Case Study
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Embedded Teaching and Learning NVQ and Key Skills
Date

2006

Context

The national Skills for Life Strategy aims to increase the number of adults achieving vocational qualifications. One obstacle to this, especially in the prison setting, is that many inmates who might want to aim for NVQ or other vocational qualifications, have poor literacy, language and numeracy skills. These needs will stand in the way of their success on release when seeking and retaining employment. 
Many inmates with literacy and numeracy needs who want to obtain an NVQ do not want to attend literacy and numeracy education classes. Research conducted by Skills for Life recognizes: 

“…it is widely accepted that such people’s willingness to work on their numeracy and literacy skills is enhanced when they can improve them in the context of the vocational programme which is their primary motivation.”

Embedded teaching and Learning, Skills for Life Strategy.

Skills for Life strongly recommends a learner centred approach where literacy and numeracy are enbedded in vocational programmes such as NVQ.

 The following approach to learning is suggested:

“ Initial assessment/diagnostic is necessary, but much can also be learned by observing and supporting learners in their vocational settings. There is also place for discrete literacy, language and numeracy classroom work on such programmes providing it is integral to the delivery of the vocational curriculum.”

.

Embedded teaching and Learning, Skills for Life Strategy.



This recommended approach is followed at Lowdham Grange
NVQ – Performing Manufacturing Operations - is delivered from the Education room unit 5 which is a located within the Pal/Armitage workshop.

Key skills are embedded in the NVQ and most learners appreciate the value of progressing with their language, literacy and numeracy skills at the same time as completing their NVQ.  Keyskills are embedded into Preparation for Work (Aset National Award Level 1). This course can also be used as part of the NVQ.

NVQ observations and assignments take place at the workbench and the learner is given the option to progress with work in their pad or in the education room.

Given the encouragement of achieving an NVQ, and numeracy and literacy certificates, it has been seen that many learners become motivated to continue to progress in wider education opportunities as evidenced from subsequent achievements by the learners themselves.

Key Skill assignments written and delivered as embedded learning:

Communication level 1 and 2

Manual Handling

Health and Safety

Teamwork

Community Sports Leader

Painting and Decorating

Food Preparation and Cooking

Art and Design

Application of Number 1 and 2

Small business Budgeting

Preparation for work

Painting and Decorating

Food Preparation and Cooking

P.T.O.
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	ROUTE 1
	Key Skill  Level 1 COMMUNICATION, NVQ 1, PREP. FOR WK.

	ROUTE 2
	Key Skill  Level 1 APPLICATION OF NUMBER,  PREP. FOR WK.

	ROUTE 3
	Key Skill  Level 2 COMMUNICATION  and  NVQ 2

	ROUTE 4
	Key Skill  Level 2 APPLICATION OF NUMBER
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